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News from Pastor Michael & Jen-Yi “Irene” Paul serving our Lord in Taiwan

michael.paul@lcms.org

VBS
This year 15 young
children, most of whom
are unchurched, attended our mission congregation’s VBS. Irene
and our daughter Elizabeth (home with us for
most of the summer) spent considerable time in preparation and
teaching, as did several other of our Church members. Our topic was
the Lord’s Prayer, especially as explained in Luther’s Small Catechism. The children definitely learned a lot about the Christian faith,
and I even had a chance to teach some of the parents a bit, when they
came for the closing service on the last day. We hope and pray that
at least a few of the children can begin to attend our weekly Sunday
School and hear more about their Savior’s love for them.

Pastor Paul’s Call
Pastor Paul is a theological
educator in Taiwan, serving
with the China Evangelical
Lutheran Church (CELC) and
China Lutheran Seminary
(CLS). He is called to teach,
write, and help plant and pastor Lutheran churches.

To be added to or removed
from this mailing list, send an
email message to
michael.paul@lcmsintl.org with
the word ADD or REMOVE in
the subject line.

Through the praise of children and infants
you have established a stronghold
against your enemies,
to silence the foe and the avenger.
(Psalm 8:2 NIV)

Renovations Begin

What can you pray for?

Thanks for:
 the opportunity to teach children God’s Word at VBS
 the beginning of renovations
at our new Church location
 the opportunity to witness to
God’s grace in Christ when
the seminary team visited

Petitions for:
 VBS children to attend Sunday School
 good progress on building
renovations
 a seminary-level Luke-Acts
course taught here by Professor Arthur Just Sep. 13-29.
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our mission
station’s crucifix

Our official website:
www.lcms.org/paul
There are many
opportunities to serve as
short-term or GEO missionaries. Check out the current
list and download an application at www.lcms.org/
service. Click on “Service
Opportunities.”

On September 1st I led a “Work
Beginning” ceremony at the location of our new Church facility.
Not only was this a chance to hear
God’s Word and ask His blessing
on the location and renovation
work, but it was also an opportunity to evangelize the 5 of 6 engineering firm and construction
workers in attendance who aren’t Christian. I preached on Genesis 28:10-17 -- Jacob’s
dream of the ladder to heaven. Yes, as Jacob exclaimed about the place where he slept,
so our new location is also the gate of heaven, since God’s Word will regularly be proclaimed there. And yes, Jesus Himself is the ladder, as He says in John 1. What a
wonderful text to emphasize both the importance of God’s Word and also that Jesus is
the only way to heaven. The other reason to hold this ceremony focused on God’s
Word was to take the place of the Taoist/folk religion ceremony that construction workers surely would have carried out had we not done anything.
What an honor and opportunity it was to host
19 students from China Lutheran Seminary at
our mission congregation this past Sunday. Every year the seminary takes the new
students on an 8-day Church and ministry tour of Taiwan. Due to COVID, last year
they had to cancel. So this year the second-year students joined the new students on
the tour. The group’s first stop was our little mission congregation for Sunday worship
and Bible class. Since our congregation is one of the very few Lutheran congregations
in Taiwan that use the historic liturgy, the seminary chose to let the students visit us to
get a taste of what that’s like. Aside from liturgical worship, they also heard a lot from
Luther’s Small Catechism during Bible class hour, and I taught for 40 minutes about
the Lutheran understanding of worship
during their lunch. All
of this was completely
new for nearly all those
in attendance. What a
blessing to be able to
witness to the clear
message of God’s grace
in Christ, which comes
through all of our traditional Lutheran teaching and practice.

Seminary Visitation

Keeping up-to-date: If you’re not receiving this newsletter by email but would
like to, please contact us at michael.paul@lcms.org. For frequent Facebook updates, go to the Facebook group: “Michael Paul family Taiwan mission.”
To support our work financially, you may make checks payable (memo line:
“Support of Missionary Michael Paul”) to “The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod” and send your tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

You can ALSO make checks payable to “Mission Central” and send your taxdeductible gift to our friends at: Mission Central, 40718 Highway E-16, Mapleton,
IA 51034.

